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that comes with centuries of colonial trade.
The French, Portuguese and British all
had a turn at the helm in Zanzibar, and

tone Town's architecture displays this
diversity. Magnificence i still reflected
too, with carved wooden doors from
India, and rich Moorish fabrics, filigree
iron and plasterwork.

The places to stay point to the variety
of the visitors, both past and present.
Until recently, the only choice was the
charming ifbasic rusticity of banana-frond
bandas: friendly lodges such as Ras

ungwi, Mnarani Beach Cottages,
Matemwe and Kichanga, haunts offree
sprits, eco-warriors and backpackers.
Today, Zanzibar also boasts regal
grandeur in the shape of the brand-new
Residence, each one of its 66 villas a
self-contained universe with private pool;
or Baraza, a resort on the south coast
inspired by the long-ago Sultan of Oman's
palaces. These may no longer exist, but
the service and golden decor reflect the
best of Moor ish design, with mosaic tiles
and carved doors contrasting with silk and
marble. This is the lotus-eating lifestyle at
maximum wattage: at the spa, barefoot
therapists will sprinkle petals into the bath
before a massage, and waiters will set a
table for lunch under a palm-shaded
pergola built that morning on the beach.

Or there's magical Kilindi, offering
boutique-hotel privacy, and the most
romantic setting on a tiny private beach.
Here, luxury abounds, yet there's an air
of laid-back romance and tranquillity.
Within hours of arrival, you feel in
harmony with sun and sea, as a
clove-scented breeze flutters through
the domed villas. By evening, a romantic
dinner on the beach is lit with hurricane
lamps, and there's time for a moonlight dip
between sublime seafood and dessert
delicately flavoured with local spices.

Away from beachlife, the enchantment
of tone Town is not to be missed. The 236
Hurumzi hotel is a hotchpotch of elegance,
bohemian ism and chutzpah. Dine at the
rooftop restaurant, and, as you breathe in
the fragrance ofjasmine mingling with
spices cooking, listen - beyond the sound
of rustling palms and the murmur of the
sea you will hear a drum. Like the pulse
of Africa, it's a promise of the continent's
future and a reminder of its past. 0

Three nights at Kl7t'ndl; three nights at Baraza
foil board and one night at 236 Hurumzi
B&B, l'ncludingflights and transfirs, costs
from £3,125 a person with Cazenoue+Loyd
(020 73842332; www.cazloydcom).
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Bestfor TRUE ESC PI M
Kiwayu, Kenya

This exclusive beach retreat, built in 1973,
still feels unspoilt. Lying on the edge of the
remote Dodori and Boni game reserves in
northern Kenya, it features 18 bandas along
a stunning bay. The surrounding lagoon,
twitching with fish, is an angler's paradise.
Seven nights,from £;3,225a personfoil board,
includlilgjlights and trangers, with Cazenoue +
Loyd (020 73842332; www.cazloyd.com).

Best LOW-KEY RETREAT
Ras Kutani, Tanzania

A 1O-minute hap by air from Dar Es Salaam,
this is a low-key spot where sandy paths wind
through the trees to reed-ond-thotch chalets,
each furnished in a natural style. With
delicious food and abundant birdlife, it's
perfect for unwinding pre- or post-safari.
Seven nights,from £2,495 a persOllfitfl board,
includlngjlights and transfers, with Abercrombie IS
Kent (0845 6182202; www.abercrombiehent.com).

Bestfor BOHO CHIC
The Red Pepper House, Kenya

Situated close to Lamu Town, just off the
Kenyan coast, this is a relaxed beach hotel.
It has five nyumbas (suites). each with sea
views and private butler; the open-sided,
antique-filled main house catches the breezes.
Six nights foil board at tIle Red Pepper House
and one night BISB at Ngong House, Nairobi;
Incllldlilgjlights and transfers, costs from £;3,450
a person with Cox ISKings (020 78735000).

On an island off Zanzibar's east coast, this
is a complete bock-to-noture experience, with
jungle treehouses and raised lodges, outdoor
showers and no electricity. Supper is fish
cooked on a fire, and the simplicity of the place
is stunning to over-stimulated Western senses.
Seven nights,from £2,095 a persollfoll board,
Includingjlights and transfers, with Aftica Trauel
(02078433591; www.a.focatravelco.uk).

The escapist fantasy of barefoot luxury was
all-but invented at Mnemba, and it remains
a most seductive retreat: private and relaxed,
with only 10 palm-frond guest bandas on the
island. It has some of Africa's best diving
and snorkelling footsteps from your daybed.
Seven nights,from £6,595 a person all-inclusive,
lilcludingjlights and transfers, with Elegont
Resorts (01244897111; www.eleganlresorts.co.uk).
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